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career of the former, which was still obscure when Carson's
was at its zenith, was to be materially advanced by him
many years later. Carson would delight in going down on
his hands and knees to play games with the little Baldwin
children, and he was known by them affectionately as " The
Black Man." He had placed the highest hopes in his eldest *
son and namesake, but they never were fulfilled. Again and
again the fatted calf was prepared for this prodigal son, but
as often the father's heart was saddened and finally hardened
against him. There were moments of pride, as when his son
wore the uniform of Queen Victoria and of King George in
the Boer War and in the World War ; for his courage, which
he had inherited from his father, was not to be questioned :
but these episodes were but flashes of light in a sombre pic-
tare, which was one of the great and lifelong griefs which
Edward Carson had to bear. Personal happiness came in the
end to this strong and upright man in the evening of his life,
and the calm waters are the more blessed by him after the
stormy seas through which his spirit has passed.
But if in the Courts of Law Edward Carson had found a
land flowing with milk and honey, in political life by his
own will during these years he banished himself into the
wilderness, and became a rebel against his own party ; worse
still, there came, with this rebellion, personal estrangement
from the great man who had been his personal and political
hero, and who was the patron of his success, both legal and
political. Only those who have been personally attached to
one of the great parties in English political life in the House
of Commons can appreciate exactly how much it costs to
take a line hostile to their own party ; it means black looks
from old friends, being cut and avoided in the Lobby, the
name " traitor " and " rat" and the like from erstwhile
colleagues. Politicians are sensitive folk, and, without com-
radeship and good-fellowship, life in the House of Commons
is difficult to sustain : and for Carson, being tied by bonds
of gratitude and affection to the leader of the party in the
House, Mr. Arthur Balfour, to part from him on a matter of
principle was all the more difficult. Yet it was a matter of
principle, and Carson has shown again and again that,